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(ii) The draft during the survey does 
not exceed 15 inches (380 millimeters); 

(iii) The barge is empty and thor-
oughly cleaned of all debris, excessive 
rust, scale, mud, and water. All inter-
nal structure must be accessible for in-
spection; 

(iv) Gaugings are taken to the extent 
necessary to verify that the scantlings 
are in accordance with approved draw-
ings; 

(v) The hull plating (bottom and 
sides) and stiffeners below the light wa-
terline are closely examined inter-
nally. If the surveyor determines that 
sufficient cause exists, the surveyor 
may require that the barge be 
drydocked or hauled out and further 
external examination conducted; and 

(vi) The initial load line certificate is 
to be issued for a term of 5 years or 
until the barge reaches 10 years of age, 
whichever occurs first. Once this cer-
tificate expires, the barge must be 
drydocked or hauled out and fully ex-
amined internally and externally. 

[USCG–1998–4623, 67 FR 19690, Apr. 23, 2002, as 
amended at 75 FR 70604, Nov. 18, 2010] 

§ 45.185 Tow limitations. 
(a) Barges must not be manned. 
(b) No more than a total of three 

barges per tow may operate on the Mil-
waukee, St. Joseph, and Muskegon 
routes. A mixed tow of load-lined and 
exempted barges is still limited to 
three barges on those routes. 

(c) Tows must not be more than 5 
nautical miles from shore. 

[USCG–1998–4623, 67 FR 19690, Apr. 23, 2002, as 
amended at 75 FR 70604, Nov. 18, 2010] 

§ 45.187 Weather limitations. 
(a) Tows on the Burns Harbor route 

must operate during fair weather con-
ditions only. 

(b) The weather limits (ice condi-
tions, wave height, and sustained 
winds) for the Milwaukee, St. Joseph, 
and Muskegon routes are specified in 
§ 45.171, Table 45.171. 

(c) If weather conditions are expected 
to exceed these limits at any time dur-
ing the voyage, the tow must not leave 
harbor or, if already underway, must 
proceed to the nearest appropriate har-
bor of safe refuge. 

[USCG-1998-4623, 76 FR 32327, June 6, 2011] 

§ 45.191 Pre-departure requirements. 
Before beginning each voyage, the 

towing vessel master must conduct the 
following: 

(a) Weather forecast. Determine the 
marine weather forecast along the 
planned route, and contact the dock 
operator at the destination port to get 
an update on local weather conditions. 

(b) Inspection. Inspect each barge of 
the tow to ensure that they meet the 
following requirements: 

(1) A valid load line certificate, if re-
quired, is on board; 

(2) The barge is not loaded deeper 
than permitted; 

(3) The deck and side shell plating 
are free of visible holes, fractures, or 
serious indentations, as well as damage 
that would be considered in excess of 
normal wear; 

(4) The cargo box side and end 
coamings are watertight; 

(5) All hatch and manhole dogs are in 
working condition, and all covers are 
closed and secured watertight; 

(6) All voids are free of excess water; 
and 

(7) Precautions have been taken to 
prevent shifting of cargo. 

(c) Verifications. On voyages north of 
St. Joseph, the towing vessel master 
must contact a mooring/docking facil-
ity in St. Joseph, Holland, Grand 
Haven, and Muskegon to verify that 
sufficient space is available to accom-
modate the tow. The tow cannot ven-
ture onto Lake Michigan without con-
firmed space available. 

(d) Log entries. Before getting under-
way, the towing vessel master must 
note in the logbook that the pre-depar-
ture barge inspections, verification of 
mooring/docking space availability, 
and weather forecast checks were per-
formed, and record the freeboards of 
each barge. 

[USCG–1998–4623, 67 FR 19690, Apr. 23, 2002, as 
amended at 75 FR 70604, Nov. 18, 2010; 75 FR 
78928, Dec. 17, 2010; 76 FR 32327, June 6, 2011] 

§ 45.193 Towboat power requirements. 
The towing vessel must meet the fol-

lowing requirements: 
(a) General. The towing vessel must 

have adequate horsepower (HP) to han-
dle the tow, but not less than the 
amount specified for the routes below. 
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